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Appln. No.: 09/475,681 

Preliminary Amendment Dated October 10, 2003 
Amendments to the Claim*? 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application; 




, 1 .(currently amended) A set of load planning tables for use in a system for 
fj j managing shipping parcels, the set of load p/anning tables comprising: 

a) a group table, for storing group identifiers, each group identifier used to identify a 
group of one or more parcels; / 

b) a load table, for storing records of attributes associated with a load, which is in turn 
associated with a group, each record having a group identifier field and a load identifier 
field; / 

c) a stop table, for storing records of Attributes associated with a stop, which is in turn 
associated with a load, which is in tufn associated with a group, each record having a 
group identifier field, a load identifier field, a stop identifier field, and a drop bill number 
field; / 

d) a shipment header table, for storing records of attributes associated with a shipment 
which is in turn optionally associated with a stop, which is in turn associated with a load 
which is in turn associated withA group, each record having a group identifier field a 
load identifier field, a bill number field that serves as a shipment identifier and optionally 
relates the record to a recordin the stop table via the drop bill number field in records of 
the stop table, an origin identifier field, and a destination identifier field; and 

e) a cost table, for storing records of attributes associated with a component cost of a 
load, which is in turn associated with a load, which is in turn associated with a group 
each record having a groj/p identifier field, a load identifier field, a field indicating a cost 
type, and a field indicating a cost amount; 

f) wherein the set of toaJ )| an ninn tables a nnli og h.^ r ^ les to a n ^ ir]noa „ 

sh.pper party and to a third party s, lrh that a rout* nri^ t « hlQ , s USftri ^ Hotor ^ , 
fme of arrival, a party/responsihfe for navment and a r a tion local.™ an* 
th e business rules ^events and suhevents to datarmin* h i iVQrv naramotore 
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2. (original) A set of load planning t/bles as In claim 1, wherein the records of the load 
table also include fields for indicating' a master load identifier, a carrier identifier, a tariff 
identifier, an origin and a destination. 

3. (original) A set of load planni! tables as in claim 2, wherein each record of the load 
table also include a field for indicating a pro number, a field for an inbound/outbound 
indicator, a field indicating an origin, and a field indicating a destination. 

//(original) A set of load plar/ning tables in claim 1 , wherein the records of the stop 
table also include fields for indicating a drop load identifier, a drop distribution center 
identifier, and a parent load. 
5.(currently amended) A /system for managing shipping parcels, the system 
comprising: / 

as) a planning system, resjonsive to requests to plan shipping for a parcel and 
responsive to stored planni/ig information and to interactive planning information, for 
providing a rated route; / 

be) a shipping database, Jbsponslve to updates to planning information, for providing 
stored planning information further responsive to a customer order including shipping 
requirements for the customer order, and further responsive to the rated route for 
providing a stored rated rW, for shipping the parcel, the shipping database including a 
set of load planning tablek the set of load tables comprising: 

i) a group table, fir storing group identifiers, each group identifier used to identify 
a group of one or more parcels; 

H) a load table, fJr storing records of attributes associated with a load, which is in 
turn associated with a g oup, each record having a group identifier field and a load 
identifier field; I 

Hi) a stop table, for storing records of attributes associated with a stop, which is 
.n turn associated with/a load, which is in turn associated with a group, each record 
havng a group identifier field, a load identifier field, a stop Id ntifier field, and a drop bill 
number field; 7 

(K>02a&d.i j 

Received from < 203 924 3919 > at 10/10/03 11:53:32 AM [Eastern Daylight rime^e 3 of 5 



OCT 10 2003 11:52 FR I NTELLECTUPL PR0PERTY3 924 3319 TO 917038729326 

Appln. No.: 09/475,881 

Preliminary Amendment Dated October 10, 2003 

iv) a shipment header table, for storing recoil of attributes associated with a 
shipment, which is in turn optionally associated wi^ a stop, which is in turn associated 
w.th a load, which is in turn associated with a group, each record having a group 
identifier field, a load identifier field, a bill numb/r field that serves as a shipment 
identifier and optionally relates the record to a/ecord in the stop table via the drop bill 
number field in records of the stop table, an/rigin identifier field, and a destination 
identifier field; and 

v) a cost table, for storing records/f attributes associated with a component cost 
of a load, which is in turn associated wirtf a load, which is in turn associated with a 
group, each record having a group Ide/tifier field, a load identifier field, a field indicating 
a cost type, and a field indicating a cefet amount* 

wherein the set of load pl anning tah l asa pplies busfn^ r.,. QS to a ^n^ n^ 
party, a shipper party and fo a thi^ nartw «„„h that a mnte p arit y table Is .issrf 
determine a time of arrival a nartv resonn.ih.o w pavment anri „ ^ tina ,, nn 
and applies the business rules/to 6 v«nt« « M subB vant* m w^rmine denary 
garameters. 

6.(original) A system as/n claim 5, wherein the records of the load table also include 
fields for indicating a master load identifier, a carrier identifier, a tariff identifier, an origin 
and a destination. 1 



7. (original) A systeril as in claim 6, wherein each record of the load table also include 
a field for Indicating a/pro number, a field for an inbound/outbound indicator, a field , 
indicating an origin, afnd a field indicating a destination. 

8. (original) A sys/em as in claim 5, wherein the records of the stop table also Include 
fields for indicating a drop load identifier, a drop distribution center identifier and a 
parent load. X 
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